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mutual, differences even before the prime necessity of opposing
a united front to the common enemy.
In fact, while Lord Wellesley and bis Generals were methodic-
ally completing the overthrow of Tippoo, the Mahrattas were
wasting their energies in a fierce internecine strife.   The death
in 1793 of Mahadaji Sindia removed from the scene the one
statesman who had fully realised the extent of the British
menace, and consistently striven^to unite the whole confederacy
to meet it; his successor, the incapable Daulat Rao, fell out
with two of his brother chieftains, Baji Rao, the Peshwa who
aimed at the recovery of the supremacy which had always been
exercised by his house, in theory at least, over all the Mahratta
dominions, and Jeswant Rao Holkar, who played now and
throughout his life simply for his own hand.   Fighting broke
out and continued witn many vicissitudes of fortune until in
1802 fortune turned decisively against the Peshwa, who in
desperation sought refuge in Bombay territory and implored
British aid in the recovery of his dominions.   This he obtained,
and was triumphantly escorted back to his capital of Poona,
under the terms of the Treaty of Bassein—a signal diplomatic
triumph for the British, who by it accentuated the split in the
Mahratta camp, and secured without fighting, not only an entry
into the Peshwa's territory, but a right to interfere in the internal
affairs of the confederacy.   Now, at length, the warring chiefs
realised to the full the danger which so nearly menaced them.
Daulat Rao Sindia, the ruler of the whole vast belt of land from
the northern frontier of Hyderabad on the Godavery north-
ward to Delhi and the Himalayan foothills, began to make ready
his army for war against the British, and summoned to his
aid Ragoji Bhonsla of Berar, whose territories extended from
Nagpore on the west to Cuttack on the Bay of Bengal.   The
forces which those two chiefs could put into the field amounted
in all to close .on 100,000 men, among whom, in addition to the
famous cavalry, there were a number of battalions and batteries
armed and trained on European lines and led by French
soldiers of fortune.   Jeswant Rao Holkar, however, in an evil
hour for his race and himself, resolved to pursue his traditional
policy of selfish isolation and refused for the present to declare
against the British.
During the period of long-drawn-out and insincere negotia-
tions which extended from May to August* 1803, the British
armies were mustered for the war that the Governor-General
saw to be inevitable. The plan of campaign consisted of a
double attack on Sindia in the north and the south, combined
with subsidiary operations against Bundelcund, Cuttack and
Gujerat on the left flank of each of these main offensives. Of

